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Serial Number

uARt0us REGULATORY AGENCTES REQUTRE THAT WE BRING THE F0LLoW|i{G

inionltlnTIoN T0 youR ATTENTIoN. PLEASE READ lT cAREFULLY.

CAUTION: CONTINUED EXPOSURE TO HIGH
SOUND LEVELS (90 DECIBELS AND OVER ON
THE "A" SCALE SLOW RESPONSE) COULD
BE DETRIMENTAL TO A PERSON'S HEARING.

The Mclntosh you have purchased is a Model XRT 20'

It has a serial number located on the panel at the rear of

the bass cabinet. Record that serial number here:

The model, serial number and purchase date are im-

portant to you for any future service. Record the pur-

chase date here:

Upon application, Mclntosh Laboratory provides a

Five-Year Service Contract. Your Mclntosh authorized

Service Agency can expedite repairs when you provide

the Service Contract with the instrument for repair' To

assist, record your Service Contract number here:

Purchase date

Service Contract Number
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IlesGriIlion H0II l0 use
The Mclntosh XRT 20 Loudspeakers provide an

unique listening experience. A pair of XRT 20's can
accurately recreate all of the stereo depth and
spaciousness that is put into a recording.

As soon as you hear the new Mclntosh XRT 20's
you will be immediately aware you are no longer
listening with the speakers. You are listening
through them and into a world of three dimensional
sound space. The emotional impact is overwhelm-
ing. Older technology gave you sound where you

heard a "stereo" image between the speakers. This
was thought to be stereo, but it was all in the plane
of the wall - a two dimensional image. Stereo is
defined, however, as "having or dealing with three
dimensions of space". By careful maniupulation of
response amplitude and arrival time in the crossover
network, as well as optimum driver arrangement, a

degree of accuracy beyond older technology is
realized. By adding the dimension of depth, a truly
three dimensional sound space can now be

reproduced.

The tweeter column of the XRT 20 has a total of
twenty-four one inch dome tweeters. The total ac-

cumulated power handling of these tweeters is 250

watts RMS sine wave. By mounting them in a vertical
line in the same plane, the correct time'amplitude
relationship can be maintained. Three dimensional
sound space can then be preserved for a large listen-
ing area. The column radiates a cylindrical wave-
front instead of the normal spherical shape. This
results in less attenuation with distance and at the
same time minimizes floor and ceiling reflections'
Uniform dispersion is maintained in the horizontal
plane. The 61/z foot column essentially runs from
floor to ceiling in the typical home. Vertical direc-
tionality, therefore, is not encountered. A short col-
umn would have serious vertical directional pro-

blems.

The mid-range and low frequency drivers are

specially designed high power units which compli-
ment the tweeter afiay. A total of 27 drivers are built
into each XRT 20.

The performance of the speakers in your listening
room will be inf luenced to some degree by the room

size, shape, construction and furnishings. The loca-
tion of the speakers in the room also affect the
listening quality. lt is often advisable to voice or
equalize the speakers to the room for best perfor-

mance. The Mclntosh MQ 104 or MQ 107 En'
vironmental Equalizer is available for this purpose-

Equalization is a service that your Mclntosh fran-

chised dealer is equipped, trained, and ready to do
for you. But in any event the low distortion and wide
dispersion of the XRT 20's will provide superior
sound in the typical home environment.

FURTHER ADJUSTMENTS
lf your room is furnished with thick carpeting.

drapes and other sound absorbent material, you may

decide you are not getting enough high frequencies
where you are listening. You can compensate by

turning up the high frequency control in your preamp

to the 1 or 2 o'clock position. You could also reduce
the low frequencY control.

lf your room is furnished with large glass areas.
smooth hard walls, concrete or tile floors, or other
reflecting material, you may decide there are too
many high frequencies. You can compensate by turn
ing down the high frequency control to 11 or 10 o'clock
You could also increase the low frequency control-

ln a similar way you can use the high and low fre-
quency controls in your preamp to adjust for dif-
ferent types of music. Some recordings may sounC

unusually bright and others unusually dull. Use the
tone controls to compensate for the best frequency
balance to suit You.

SPEAKER . TURNTABLE FEEDBACK
The XRT 20's should normally be located away

from the turntable to reduce the possibility of
mechanical or acoustical feedback. Test your setup
to see if there is a problem. Lower the tonearm onto
a record so the stylus rests in the groove but without
the turntable running. Gradually increase the
volume control until it is at the highest setting you

use. lf you are able to arrive at this point without any

sustained sound, gently tap the turntable mounting
board. The amplified sound of tapping should go

away immediately. lf it continues or gets louder.

there is a serious coupling problem' A turntable
isolation system is needed or the speakers should
be moved further away from the turntable.
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Each XRT 20 system consists of two parts; a bass

cabinet and a high f requency column. The column is
shipped in two sections to be assembled together
on a wall or on an optional column stand. ln either
arrangement, the bass cabinet is to be placed 8"
(20.3cm) from the column.

RULE OF THIRDS (Refer to Figure 1)

ln a normal installation, the mounting wall width
should be divided into 1/3 intervals. The high fre-
quency columns can be located at these intervals,
however this positioning is an approximation. The
columns can be located further apart or slightly
closer together with equally good performance. The
bass sections can be located on the outside of the
columns and 8" (20.3cm)away. Alternately, the bass
cabinets can be located on the inside of the col-
urnns, and 8" (20.3cm) away, for as good perfor-
mance. Avoid placing the column in or near the cor-
ner of the room, or near other reflecting surfaces.

COLUMN STAND INSTALLATION
An optional column stand is available for the XRT

20 system as an alternate mounting system. This
assembly will mount the high frequency column to
the bass cabinet when wall attachment is either not
possible or not desired. For information on the stand
see page 8. For best performance, the system

should be located as close to the wall as possible.
Alternately, the system can be located 12" (30.5cm)

or more from the wall.

WALL INSTALLATION
Each of the two high frequency sections comes

with a wall bracket. Both brackets are identical' The
wall brackets must be mounted in line on the wall.
one above the other, and touching in the center. The
high frequency sections will assemble and mount on
these wall brackets. Appropriate mounting hardware
will be needed to mount the wall brackets depending
on the type and construction of the wall. Four 10 x 1

inch screws are provided for mounting into 2 x 4

studs within the wall if they are located near the 1/3

interval locations. "Molly" type fasteners can be us-
ed for mounting to paneling or plasterboard. Lead

anchor fasteners can be used for mounting to
masonry.

MINIMUM DISTANCES (Refer to Figure 2)

The minimum flat wall space required between
the top of the baseboard and the ceiling is 82-3/8''
(209.2cm). The 3-3/4" (9.5cm) minimun distance be-

tween the column bottom and the baseboard allows
adequate space to connect and disconnect the
phone cable plug. This 3-3/4" (9.5cm) dimension can
be reduced to 1" (2.5cm) if the phone cable plug is

CEILIN6

73 INTERVAL

rA/AI-L-

l/3 lNtERvAul/3 INTERVAL

i- wALl

BASS CABINET

a
I

I

HIGH
FREQUENCY

COLUMN

I

I

t

zI
Fo
u,
p

#)

)

l
6
5
ul(
E

LEFTCHAI{N FLOOR RIGHT CHANNELJ



e'oH

Z d=IS

9 d3ISN()I,L)3S
H=/\\or

ti3HJ-390r J-Hrtr
aNV C3N9|-1V +

=g -LS-r.l
S€V.T(r3)20S cNV

9n1d 3tir^r. €\ 9NrINnon
6 dsls

L 6JIb

bt d:rs

NOIID=g
u=ddn

8 d=IS

'raqlo0ol DurLuoc ruoJl suotlcas o/vll ot.ll
luaAaJd Jo paLlcurd la0 Iou op saltM aLll alns
alpN 'uollcos JaMol aLll tll!/v1 se poLllotu
aues oql 6ursn uorlcas laddn oql 6ueH :Ot dels
'saaJ0ap 08I 

^q 
auo alplor 'a0eDue lou lltM

,(aqt ll 'uorloas ,{cuenbet; q6lq Llcea uioJl
lalcos pup 0nld aJtA ooiql oql lcouuoc :6 dals

'sl olcs
, r/e x B 'unnotq o/vll 0ursn uotlcas lod
-dn eq1 lo do] aql ol lanoc poo/v\ alll r.loellv :g dals

'so.rm 0urlceuuoc oLll ol ssocce /v\olle
ol lnolnc sl .ro^oc s!ql lo.roluoc aql'sMolcs
,t/t x B 'umolq om1 Oursn uotlcos taddn
aql lo r.uolloq aLll ol Jo^oc poo/n aql Llcellv :2 delg

'uo!lcos loAAol otll uo splEn
-lno 0urllnd ,{ttrl0lt ,(q paDe0ue ate s}alcelq
0urlunou aql olns alehl 'uorlrsod ut
u/\Aop oprls l! lal pue 'uo!llsod polunou or.ll
uerll raq0lq (ucg'e) ,,Zll-l tseal lE lalcelq
llE/v\ aLll lsureDe uotlcas la/v\ol aLll ocEld
'palunou {;lceloc uoLlm }aIcEJq 0u!}unou.l
ra/v\ol aql lo dot eqt se lq6req aues oLll
le aq llrM uorlcas slql lo do1 aq1'sUEd Llloq
uo sqel 0urlunou aq1 6ur0e0ua r(q lolce.rq
llP/\A .ra/v\ol or.ll uo uotlcas JoMol aq1 oueg :gde15

'paprnotd sMoJcs
,r/t x B'un oJq ol/\l aql LlltAA uotlcas lal ol
olll lo ruolloq aql ol la^oo poor aLll r1cellv :g degg

'raLlla0ol lr.l0lt pue luauu0l;e ut elE
slalcerq o/v\l oql oins olEr! 'por.llaui atuES
aq1 0ursn lalcerq 11em raddn oLll lunof! :gde1g

'(sa0eyced aJe/v\pipr1 aql ur popr^
-ord ere sMarcs,, L x 0L lcegq rnol) '{;atnces
]alcerq llel oql lunou 'uorlcnrlsuoc lle/v\
oql .rol raualsel redord aq1 0urs1-1 'lle/\^ aql
ur punol sr uorlcnJlsqo up .ro 'olOue lL{0lls
e le sr pnls lle/\A oql l! posn aq uec apts
raLllro uo aloq aql 'pasn oq poau Llcpo lo
aloLlraluec eq1{gug'}alcplq llem aLl} lo puo
L{cea }e soloq rolotuerp (uuuu92) ,,Zel6 aolq}
lle ]o uorlrsod oql Iieru ';rcued e 0urs1'1 :gda1g

'solor.l 0u;1unou
oorql aql Jo r.lceo o^oqe aq plnoqs sqel 6urg
-unou eql 'dn pua 1q0;t sl lolceJq aLll ains
olieN 'rooll aql qllM te;ncrpuedred ,i11ce
-xa sr ll etns 6urleuu 'uorlecol tedold aLll lE
lleM aLll lsureOe lalce.iq llp/v\ lalv\ol alll ploH :7 dalg

'sacuelsrp alqEMolle unu!
-xeu pue urn[!ruLu aLl] putrx ur deey 'tool,t
aql ol ]olcerq lle/n alll lo r.uouoq aL{l r..Uoll

acuelsrp radord eq1 7 ernDrl uro.rl our.iilaloO :; delg
(g atnDrl

ol releg) slfycvHS 'l]v/l/\ lo INSWHoVIIV

z'aE
I'rol.Dctlt9{lc Uv-'ll!.{ls tio :Irrl3 eNrr\fsx'ouvogfst€

q3Utob3u
3)VC9 -I-TVM 

lv]1 y\lonlNlv l
lq)z'6oz)e/€ze

(u?6 s6t)
97,LL

(u,t't6)
9E

I

t (q.sor) 'Nll^{9tt?(*rB'G)
'Nthl24 I

'slaIcEjq
llenn aLll uo 1r 0ur0ueq uaq/rA uunloc aqg dn asrer ol
aceds elenbepe smolle 0ur;rec aql pue dog uunloc
oql uoal laq acuelsrp r.!nturur.ll (uucg'e) ,,Zlll aq1-
'acueuJoliad u! acllUces e guanard ol (nrcg'Oe) ,,Zt
paacxo lou plnoLls iooll aql ol uunlo3 aq} lo ruolloq
aLll ruoll acuelsrp aq1'(ruc7'7OZ) .,gtg-6L ol unururru
(ucZ'OOZ) ,,Blt-ZB aLll ocnpar plno^ slrll 'slalcerq
lle/\A aLll uo 0unq sr ul!nloc otll ololaq paqcege

L- l-rgg)qyee
L-I T

l=ll

ll iL ,=,,o*

ll=]l''**
il:-l

ll=ll
I ][ .=,**
]l il L rrvft\

il=il, 1we'9)e4z
T-

(*" st) 'Nrn97s9

+
I

(*vtg)
9E





eLll'oleld luourLlsElle aql lo oloLlialuac oql olut pue
ulslueLlcour luaurlsnlpe aLll ul aloLl e q0norqg seoO
/v\aJcs do1 aq1 'uouoq aql lE aq lsnu saleld lueur
-qcEllE aarLll r.lll/vl r(lquasse Ja/(ol or.ll lo pua oLlI
'sn aics pEeL,l lell lx}z-vL orvrl 6ursn secElq laulqec
aLll lo oprs tuoJl aql ol (uogrec aql ul sa!lquasse
o/vu or..ll lo rauoqs aq1) Alquessp la/v\ol aql qceuv

:Z dfIS
g arn6;g

's,t a./cs olll asaql uaru6L'ul oqs se
acerq laurqBc aLll lo pua aql le aq lsnu ustuEtlcaut
lueuulsnlpe aql uo peaq 

^/\alcs 
aql's/v\alcs peeq ued

glL x Zt-01orvrl 0ursn acetq 1aulqec dot eql lo opls
-iapun aLli ol rus!uer.lcotu guautlsnlpe oLll LlcEllV

'A1a1e1dwoc s,t a.rcs
aql ualqbrl tou oA'Llsnlt las ol s^ oJcs or.ll /v\olle ol
luns.ralunoc s1 0ulqn1 aql lo apts auO 's/vtalcs peoLl
1eltZll-l x OZ-V1lnol 0ulsn loulqec aLll lo lear aqt ol
socerq laurqEc oql ualsel 'laulqBc sseq 0z IUX aql
lo Jpar aql u! soloq tnol arB aleLlI'6uo1 (uc Ag;)seqc
-ul B/g-6e '6urqn1 lelaul (uucO'l) Llcul ,/e x t/e uotl
apPur sacerq laurqec o/'Al otB alaLll uol.lBc aLll ul

: T d:IIS
sNotlcnutsN I A'l I UuSssv

il dlj-ssduue;3 alqEO

?10x3

ill x zt-a -

I X 7C-'

819 x 0Z'z

lnN ze-c.

dl x ze-a -

I x 0z-;

8tL x zt-:

LllsrueLl3ar.l

lueulsn ip; :

Zlllx)Z';. i

lzrs .._:

[uElS ulunlgC 0Z SC

zr d:lJ-s l-D ,L t x zt-a - =

6?9 dll-s

I dlJ_s

t dfls

e dfJ-s

r dlJ-s

e dlls

z dll-s

r dfls

L d:l1S

L dfIS

-+
o

rl

r-D
ftgr,

uol fsn llloHd

'e0ev:= : z-=.
-pjEq aLll lo slualuoc aq1 ,(1;luopt pue at?,E:?:

f CVYCVd 3HV,'A0HY-

'{lqtuasse aq} lc: =+=+- oq lll/v\ ralrJpl olcs sd;111qd pue paliols E --:.:
olulno:rH s.roc-

y arn6g3

_t=Nlsv3 ssvE@J-dx

lEuolldo oul olquossu ol frloH



bottom screw goes through a hole in the cabinet
brace and into the center hole of the attachment
plate. Do not tighten the screws completely.

LOWER
ASSEMBLY

ATTACHMENT
PLATE

Vz--zox t' (2)

ATTACHMENT
PLATES

(3)

STEP 3:
Determine f irst whether the XRT 20 system will be

used against a wall or away from a wall. Refer to a
discussion of this on page 5. When the system is us-
ed against a wall, only one foot is required. (Refer to
figure 7 & B) Attach the foot to the attachement
plates using four 114-20 x 5/B pan head screws. /l
necessary, raise the assembly until the holes line up
with slots in the foot.

Figure 7 Figure 8

When the system is used away from a wall, two
feet are required. (Refer to Figure I & 9) Fasten the
two feet together using two 10-32 x 1/2 pan head
screws and nuts. Attach the feet to the attachment
plates using four 114-20 x 5/8 pan head screws. /l

Figure 8

necessary, raise the assembly until the holes line ug
with the s/ots ln the feet.

The feet are slotted to provide vertical adjustmeni
to compensate for the thickness of f loor coverings
(hardwood f loors yerses thick carpets)
Tighten the four screuys mounting the feet, the it;c
screvvs of step 2, and the f our screws of step 1.

La-zox 3ta
<+)

EITHER ON= 
'ETWO FEET

STEP 4:
The upper assembly will plug into the top of :-:

lower assembly as shown in f igure '1 0. Secure ,,,.':-
four 10-32 x 1 flat head screws. Make sure t-=
screvvs iust above these are tight also.

REAR VIEW
Figure 10

SIDE VIEW

STEP 5:
Attach the XRT 20 wall brackets (packed with :^:

XRT 20) to the front of the Column Stand using fc,'
10-32 x 114 pan head screws. Make sure the two',ta
brackets are pushed tightly together.

Figure 6

Figure 9

TIGHTEN THESE
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STEP 15:
Place the XRT 20 loudspeaker system against the

wall or in the operating position. By turning the ad'
justment screw either clockwise or counterclock-
wise, the Column Stand can be adjusted so it will
stand perfectly straight. (Refer to Figures 5 and 13).

STEP 16:
Begin to assemble the second Column Stand to

the opposite channel bass cabinet. The cabinet
braces will assemble to the rear of the bass cabinet
f acing to the left rather than to the right as shown in
the accompaning drawings. (Refer to page 4 for the
instructions on "How To Set Up" the loudspeaker
system.)The remaining assembly Steps 1 through 15

are identical.

Figure 13

10
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