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Alta Vista Audio

COUNTERPOINT REPAIR CENTER

SA-1000 Upgrades

There are a lot of upgrades possible with the SA-1000. Just because it was the least expensive
“"thousand-series" Counterpoint preamp doesn’t mean that you can’t get fantastic sound. After all,
like the more expensive preamps, it has a chassis, some knobs and a power supply. All we need to
do is upgrade some of the circuitry and components and it will outperform preamps costing five
times as much.

Upgrade: SA-1000 "LSP" (Line Stage Passives). Replace audio stage grid build-in, plate load,
and buildout resistors with Caddock Tetrinox film resistors and Mills Non-inductive wirewound
resistors, upgrade input and output caps te TRT SETI caps. I then bypass output MOSFET buffer,
and shunt more current through the line stage tube, lowering its output impedance so it can directly
drive your power amplifier. Upgrading the resistors and capacitors gives the tube the kind of
support circuitry it needs to speak with exceptional clarity and purity; bypassing the output buffer
eliminates solid-state colorations and lets you hear the tube. The whole effect is a richer, livelier
more detailed sound with more precise focus and timbreal accuracy.

Price for SA-li)oo "LSP" Upgrade: $360

SA-1000 "Purity" Mod. The high voltage power supply in the SA-1000 uses a few Zener diodes,
a transistor and some $2.00 aluminum electrolytic to provide the power the tube uses to amplify
the signal. It accomplishes the job of regulating the voltage, but sounds substantially better, with
more bass, transparent upper mids and treble and better imaging when I rebuild it with Black Gate
WKZ capacitors and a FET-referenced regulator.

Price for SA-1000 "HV Purity" Upgrade:
For Line Stage Only: $240
For Phono Stage and Line Stage: $480
(add $100 to these prices if not done with a "LSP" upgrade)
SA-1000 "Power' mod. The power transformer in the SA-1000 can be upgraded to an extremely
nice toroid. Counterpoint built their own transformers, which made sense from a business
perspective, but as a designer I always wished we could use Plitron toroidal transformers. I don’t

know how they do it, but Plitron toroids sound great. No one else comes close. All other
transformers make the SA-1000 sound sluggish and thick; a Plitron brings the sound to life:



delicate and vibrant with a dead-quiet background. These transformers are custom-built to my
specifications.

Price to Upgrade to Plitron Transformer: $225.

Better RCA Jacks. The jacks on the SA-1000 can be upgraded to use jacks with much better
metallurgy. This can be done selectively: you might wish to only do your CD and phono inputs,
and the main outputs. I can replace some or all of your jacks with direct-gold over copper
CMI1F-OFC from Sound Connections.

Price to Upgrade RCA Jacks: $60 for first stereo pair, $25 for each pair thereafter.
* (add $100 to this price if not done with a "LSP" upgrade)
Upgraded Volume and Balance Controls. TKD makes excellent feeling and sounding volume
and balance controls. Once you've heard (and felt) the difference between a $7.00 volume control
and a $70.00 control you'll understand why people go to such lengths to get cheap controls out of
their signal path. For the "he-men" (and she-women) out there, why not have the balance control
bypassed altogether? You know you don’t use it, why run the signal through it?
Price to Upgrade Volume Control: $100
Price to Upgrade Balance Control: $112
Price to Bypass Balance Control Altogether: No Charge
(add $100 to these prices if not done with an "LSP" upgrade)
Tubes. For the line stage section, I've found two tubes that work very well. Sovtek 6922s offer
consistently excellent performance in terms of musical involvement, transient "punch,” bass
impact, warmth and freedom from glare and "hash."” They sound far better than 6DJ8’s in every
aspect. Amperex 7308 tubes offer more top-end energy, giving you extended, detailed

high-frequency response without edginess. The ultimate in "airiness.”

Upgrade Line Stage Tube to Sovtek 6922: $35
Upgrade Line Stage Tube to Amperex 7308: $75

If I can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to contact me.

Payment Terms and Policies
Home Page
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COUNTERPOINT

AUDIO COMPONENTS
TUBE REPLACEMENT FORM

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

COUNTERPOINT
ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS, INC.

10635 Roselle St.
San Diego, CA S2121-1398



Selecting Tubes for Counterpoint Products.

Counterpoint vacuum tubes are aged, pre-tested, and hand selected. Every tube is burned in (aged) for over 180 Hours in
order to screen out failures. This also allows it to settle to its final values prior to testing. Noise, distortion and tendency
toward microphonics are all measured. Approximately 60% of all the tubes we purchase fail these tests. They are simply not
good enough to use in Counterpoint equipment.

’
Before a tube is shipped, it is tested once again in the actual product for which it is intended. A tube for an SA-5 is tested in
an SA-5. This careful hand-selection process assures a perfect match between a Counterpoint product and the tubes within it.

When selecting a source for your replacement tubes, consider “o has the most familiarity with your Counterpoint product:
The People Who Made It.

U.S.A. RETAIL PRICE — TUBES —

Tubes — Match Sets:

SA-2 VI thru V4 6DJ8 80.00 O SA-6 V1 thru V2 12AX7 3400 O
V5 thru V8 Power Supply 5400 O
- SA-7 VI thru V4 12AX7/6DJ8 4400 [
SA-3 V1 thruVl 6DJ8 46.00 O
SA-12 VI thru V4 6DJ8 48.00 O
SA-4 V1 thru V8 6LF6 320,00 OJ
V9 thru V10 6FSS 30.00 O SA-20 VI thru VS 6DIJ8 84.00 O
V6 Voltage Rectifier 1400 O
SA-5 VIl thru V4 6DJ8 74.00 O
VS5 thru V8 Power Supply 64.00 O
COUNTERPOINT AUDIO CLUB — CLOTHING —
T-Shirts: Sweat Shirts:
Medium (32-34) [  Quantity 10.00 each Medium (32-34) L]  Quantity ___ 20.00 each
Large (36-38) ] Quantity____________ 10.00 each Large (36-38) 0 Quantity______ 20.00 ea
X-Large (38-40) ]  Quantity 10.00 each X-Large (38-40) L0  Quantity __ _20.00 ea

4 Color — 50/50 Blend; Made In U.S.A.

*** Include $5.00 for shipping and handling ***

PLEASE FILL OUT ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

PAYMENT ENCLOSED:
NAME BANK CHECK 0 MC O VISA O AMX O
ADDRESS: CARD NUMBER:

EXPIRATION DATE:
PHONE NUMBER: ( ). - DRIVER’S LICENSE #:

PLEASE PRESENT THIS TUBE ORDER FORM TO YOUR AUTHORIZED COUNTERPOINT DEALER
OR
MAIL DIRECTLY TO COUNTERPOINT



